Appendix

NAMING CONVENTIONS

It is a good idea to establish nam ng conventions for your Display Builder

code.

Nam ng conventi ons hel p programrers:

Standardi ze the structure, coding style and | ogic of an application.

Be consistent with other | anguage conventions (nost inportantly, the

Be efficient froma string size and | abor standpoint, thus allow ng a

variabl es to save programming tinme by

reduci ng the nunber of bugs caused by typos (for exanple, aUserNaneTnp

Exanpl e
cboEngl i sh
chkReadOnl y
cmd Gk
datBi blio
dl gFi | eOpen
frmentry
fraStyle
gausSt at us
grdPrices
| bl Hel pMessage
| st Pol i cyCodes
muFi | eOpen
opt Red
pnl Stlye
r pt @ r 1Ear ni ngs
t abProperties
t xt Last Nane

1.
2. Create precise, readable, and unanbi guous source code.
3
Vi sual Basic Programrers Cui de and standard W ndows C Hungari an
not ati on).
4.
greater opportunity for longer and fuller object nanes.
5. Define the mininmal requirements necessary to do the above.
6. Use Option Explicit. Declare all
vs. sUserNaneTnp vs. sUser NaneTenp).
7. Save Files as ASCI| Text.
hj ect Nami ng Conventions for Commobn Objects
Prefix hj ect Type
cbho Conbo box
chk Checkbox
cmd Command button
dat Dat a control
dl g Conmon di al og control
frm For m
fra Fr ame
gau Gauge
grd Gid
| bl Label
| st Li st box
mu Menu
opt Option Button
pnl Panel
r pt Report control
tab Tab Control
t xt Text Box
tnr Ti mer

tnr Al arm
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hj ect Nami ng Reconendations for Less Commobn Objects

Prefix hj ect Type Exanpl e
com Communi cat i ons confax
dir Directory list box di r Source
drv Drive list box dr vTar get
fil File list box fil Source
gra G aph gr aRevenue
hsb Horizontal scroll bar hsbVol une
i ng | mage i gl con
im | mage List Control i M Mai nTool bar
lin Li ne linVertica
nmpm MAPI nessage mpnBent Message
nps MAPI session npsSessi on
nci MCI (nedia control nci Vi deo
i nterface)
ol e OLE control ol eWr ksheet
out Qutline control out OrgChart
pbr Progress Bar pbr St at us
pi c Picture pi cVGA
shp Shape controls shpCircle
spn Spi n control spnPages
sta Status Bar staHel p
t br Tool bar Contr ol t br Mai nTool bar
vsb Vertical scroll bar vsbRat e

Nam ng Conventions for Qher Controls (Wen not already defined)

For new controls not |isted above, try to come up with a unique three
character prefix. However, it is nore inportant to be clear than to stick
to three characters. | would recommend addi ng the new nane to the [i st
above.

Cbj ect Nanmi ng Convention for Database Cbjects (Variabl e Nanes)

Prefix hj ect Type Exanpl e

db Dat abase dbAccount s

Ss Snapshot ssFor ecast
obj ect

t bl Tabl e obj ect t bCust oner

gru Query obj ect gr yCust oner s

rs Recor dset rsCust oners
oj ect
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Vari abl e Nani ng

Prefi xes: The follow ng tables define variable and functi on nane prefixes
that are based on Hungarian C notation for Wndows. These prefixes should
be used with all variables and function names. Use of old Basic suffixes
(such as % &, #, etc.) are discouraged.

Prefix Data Type
b Bool ean

c Currency - 64 bits
d Double - 64 bit

dt Date and Ti ne

f Fl oat/Single - 32
I Long - 32 bit

n Nurber / Count er

S String

vnt Vari ant

a Array

Scope and Usage Prefixes (optional):

Prefix Description

g d obal

m Local to nodule or form
st Static variable

(no prefix) Non-static variable, prefix local to

procedure

v Vari abl e passed by value (local to a
routine)

r Vari abl e passed by reference (local to a
routine)

Here are some exanpl es:

i Send - Represents a count of the nunber of nessages sent

bSend - A Boolean flag defining the success of the |last Send operation
hSend - A Handle to the Comminterface

Operators (Reconended)

Use an anpersand (& when concatenating strings, and use the plus sign (+)
when working with numerical values. Using a plus sign (+) wth nonnunerical
val ues, may cause probl ens when operating on two variants.
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Scope

Vari abl es shoul d al ways be defined with the snallest scope possible. d oba
vari abl es can create enornously conplex state machi nes and nake the | ogic
of an application extrenely difficult to understand. d obal variables also
make the reuse and nai ntenance of your code nuch nore difficult.

Only use gl obal variables when there is no other convenient way to share data.
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